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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Eyer et 
al. (US 6,588,015 B1). 

Regarding claim 1 , 7, and 8, Eyer teaches a method of subscription to a service 
in respect of a processing of an input program comprising at least one particular event 
(commercial/advertisement, songs, tracks, scheduled programming, i.e., TV shows), in 
which the method comprises the following steps, implemented by a service provider: 

a step of offering various subscriptions (service classes - table 1 col. 18) to a 
user who is to make a choice of subscription (col. 16, lines 23-32; col. 17, lines 13-16) 
and who is furnished with a device (program receiver 200, e.g., radio or TV - fig. 2) 
comprising means of selection of the particular event (the user selects the particular 
program selection they want, e.g., track, or programming stream, commercial etc.; col. 
4, lines 11-20; col. 7, lines 1-5, 16-18, 50) which can be configured on the basis of the 
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chosen subscription (fig. 10; col. 15, lines 59-65; col. 16, lines 23-42; col. 17, lines 13- 
21) and are suitable for providing an output program comprising or not comprising the 
particular event according to the chosen subscription (a person with subscription to a 
premium service can control what content is output and what content is not output, e.g., 
with the correct subscription commercials can be selected to play or not play by the 
user, i.e., manually or automatically; col. 16, lines 37-45; service class 1 table 1 col. 18, 
lines 54-col. 10, line 22) 

a step of validating (access-controlling; determining whether the user paid for the 
subscription service or not and what tier of service is enabled) the user's choice of 
subscription which triggers a step of configuring the means of selection (col. 16, lines 
29-34; col. 17, lines 13-20; col. 5, lines 61-67). 

Regarding claim 2, Eyer teaches the method of subscription to a service as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein the input program contains a table of events (control data 
comprises list of received programming and programming information), the means of 
selection being suitable for selecting a particular event on the basis of an event status 
value in the table (col. 6, lines 1-7, lines 30-32; col. 2, lines 24-27, lines 32-35; col. 4, 
lines 25-26; col. 6, lines 50-61). 

Regarding claim 3, Eyer teaches the method of subscription to a service as 
claimed in claim 1 , wherein the device comprises means of deactivation which are 
suitable for deactivating means of accelerated reading (fast-forwarding) of a recorded 
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(buffered) program during the particular event in respect of a specified subscription 
(fast-forwarding of events such as commercials is disabled if the user does not have the 
proper subscription level; col. 6, lines 56-61; col. 7, lines 50, lines 59-60; col. 16, line s 
38-44; col. 16, lines 52-55; service class 2 - col. 19, lines 23-30). 

Regarding claim 4, Ever teaches the method of subscription to a service as 
claimed in claim 1 , wherein the particular event contains at least one advertisement (col. 
16, lines 52-55). 

Regarding claim 6, Eyer teaches the method of subscription to a service as 
claimed in claim 1 , wherein the validating step is implemented by the service provider 
by sending the device a signal characteristic of the chosen subscription, the signal 
being suitable for configuring the means of selection as a function of the chosen 
Subscription (the service provider sends access control data/information which enables 
the device/decoder to detect what access the user has to control the received 
programming presentation in accordance with the service tier subscribed; col. 17, lines 
13-21; col. 6, lines 55-61; col. 5, lines 57-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Eyer et al. 

(US 6,588,015 B1). 

Regarding claim 5, Eyer teaches the method of subscription to a service as 
claimed in claim 1 , wherein the choice of the subscription is made by selecting one 
subscription from among several subscriptions offered (table 1, col. 18, lines 49-col. 19, 
line 55) and further teaches a graphical interface 262 - fig. 2 linked to the 
receiver/device 200; col. 7, lines 25-28) and filtering cement according to user input 
preferences col. 19, line 63-col. 20, line 17). 

However, Eyer fails to specifically disclose "on a graphics interface". 

The examiner takes Official Notice that is was notoriously known to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to use graphical interfaces 
to enable user's to select subscriptions offered and filter content is accordance with user 
preference. (A evidenced by Serena US 2006/0031415 A1; 610 - fig. 6; fig. 7; par. 47- 
48). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the applicant's 
invention to modify the system of Eyer to include on a graphics interfaces for the 
advantage of enabling request for a higher tier of service to be made the user easily and 
quickly which increases the user's satisfaction of the product which will also generate 
increased revenue for the service providers. 

Conclusion 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clyde H. Jones III whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5946. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Art Units 261 1, 2614 and 2617 have changed to 2623. Please make all future 
correspondence indicate the new designation 2623. 
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